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The past 36 years have seen Leighton Properties establish itself as a firm leader of the property industry. Our 

success is a direct result of the outstanding enthusiasm, skills and loyalty of our team, many of whom have been 

with the company for over a decade and have played a role in a number of the projects within this book, realising 

the rewards of seeing a project from inception to completion.

This book is an opportunity to document the progress and achievements of the company whilst portraying the 

extensive variety of developments that Leighton Properties has been involved in. The projects profiled were 

chosen from a portfolio of over 100 completed projects and signify our diverse wealth of experience in the 

property industry. The selection includes both completed and current developments, beginning with the Star 

City project in 1997, the largest development of its kind in Sydney, through to the remarkable Viridian Noosa 

Residences and Resort. 

With a strong portfolio of work-in-hand the outlook for Leighton Properties is bright and I look forward to 

continuing our relationships in the development of outstanding projects.

Yours sincerely,

Mark C. Gray

Managing Director
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Leighton Properties is a leader of the property development market 

with current work in hand to the value of AU$5.2 billion (June 2008) 

across 27 projects. These projects include commercial, industrial, 

residential, retail, public and leisure spaces and boast some of 

the largest in Australia at the time of completion. As leaders in 

commercial sustainability, our greatest strength is our reputation 

for excellence, which we continue to strive for with every project 

undertaken.

LEIGHTON PROPERTIES  
has offered a total approach to 

property development since its 

foundation in 1972. Together 

with the Leighton Group’s 

fi nancial backing, the skills and 

expertise of our staff are the 

key to our success and ability 

to act as a market leader in all 

aspects of property development, 

management and investment.
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Experience in a wide range of development and construction 

achievements enables Leighton Properties to formulate many 

practical project options and solutions to effectively manage all the 

elements needed for successful project delivery. Our project teams 

are highly qualified and represent a broad range of professionals 

including engineering, quantity surveying, architecture, law, finance 

and real estate. The expertise and skills of our team are fully utilised 

irrespective of the project’s size, nature or complexity.

The selection of both completed and current projects profiled within 

this capabilities statement are testimony to the strength, philosophy, 

experience and approach of Leighton Properties.

Leighton Properties is committed to excellence in all fields of its 

operations and works closely with clients, financial institutions, 

statutory authorities, specialist consultants and contractors. The 

essential aspect of our approach is to fully understand client needs 

by working closely with the client to reach quality outcomes through 

co-operation and a unified approach.

Leighton Properties is continually seeking new opportunities and 

adopting innovative approaches in the conduct of its operations, 

for the benefit of its clients. In order to target quality development 

opportunities in a variety of sectors, Leighton Properties often forms 

strategic alliances or undertakes joint ventures using its capabilities 

as a springboard for development.

STRENGTH

PHILOSOPHY  
& APPROACH

EXPERIENCE
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Founded in 1949, The Leighton Group was a small, privately owned civil 

engineering firm when it first appeared on the Australian construction 

scene. Today, Leighton is a publicly listed company (Australian Stock 

Exchange Code: LEI) of which property development is part of its 

many capabilities. It is a diverse group of companies comprising a 

parent company, Leighton Holdings Limited, and a number of operating 

companies: Leighton Contractors, Thiess, Leighton Asia, Leighton 

International, John Holland and Leighton Properties.

The Group’s imprint can be seen everywhere in Australia, from the 

nation’s most populous cities to the most remote areas of the North 

West Shelf, and through its well established operations in Asia and the 

Gulf region. The Leighton Group is intrinsically an Australian company. 

At the same time, it has the advantage of international alliances, both 

through joint ventures with international companies and through its 

largest shareholder, Hochtief AG.

The Group recognises that growth is driven by innovation, along with 

science and technology. Innovation is a key ingredient of successful 

competitiveness in the global marketplace and is the product of many 

factors, including the world’s best technology, local research and 

development. The corporate environment not only welcomes and 

develops new ideas but also has the financial confidence and capacity 

to implement them.

Leighton is a high performance Group committed to excellence in its 

fields. The maturity and stability of its staff play a crucial role in its 

success. Many of its 30,000 employees in Australia and Asia have been 

with the Group between 10 and 20 years. Across all of its operating 

companies there is a sense of enthusiasm and a clear commitment to 

working efficiently and effectively. 

LEIGHTON GROUP
Operating within: 
Australia
Brunei
Cambodia
China
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Laos
Macau
Malaysia
New Zealand
Philippines
Qatar
Singapore
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Taiwan
United Arab Emirates
Vietnam

Established 1949  
Listed 1962

Operations include:

+ Property development

+ Civil engineering

+ Building construction

+ Infrastructure

+ Project management

+ Mining

Total assets $6.4bn*

Staff 30,000*

Revenue $14.5bn*

Work-in-hand $28.0bn*

*2008 Quarterly Update, May
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The parent public company of the Leighton Group was listed on the Australian Stock 

Exchange in 1962. Originally listed as Leighton Contractors Limited it changed its name 

to Leighton Holdings Limited in 1971. Leighton Holdings oversees and monitors the 

overall performance of the operating companies, provides strategic direction, planning, 

fi nancial management and market positioning and handles corporate public affairs.

Leighton Holdings’ principal objective is to develop and maintain a fi nancially sound, 

competitive and profi table organisation that recognises the needs of shareholders, 

clients and employees as well as those of the communities within which the Group 

companies operate.

Established in Queensland in 1933, the contracting area of Thiess became part of the 

Leighton Group in 1983. Today Thiess is a broad-based construction, engineering and 

contract mining company and Australia’s leading contractor in the coal industry. The 

company offers services in civil and process engineering, building, contract mining and 

environmental services.

Thiess operates through geographic and specialist business units with offi ces 

throughout Australia, Indonesia and the near Pacifi c region. Thiess Environmental 

Services was formed in 1988. This wholly owned subsidiary provides services in 

domestic and commercial waste collection, waste water management, waste transfer 

station operation, site remediation and landfi ll.

Leighton Asia was one of the fi rst Australian construction companies to establish 

operations in South-East Asia and now has over thirty years experience in the region. 

The company’s headquarters have been in Hong Kong since 1975 and business has 

expanded to include operations in the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, China, 

India and the UAE.

Leighton Asia’s key businesses are civil engineering, foundation and marine 

engineering, building construction and contract mining. Work in each country is secured 

by developing a distinctive local identity and by cultivating relationships with compatible 

companies and people in the communities in which it operates. Today, Leighton Asia 

has the fi nancial resources and ability to undertake large scale projects such as 

government housing and infrastructure development.

www.leighton.com.au

www.thiess.com.au

www.leightonasia.com.au
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The original entity of the Leighton Group, Leighton Contractors was established in 

Australia in 1949. Recognised as one of Australia’s most experienced contractors, 

the company is involved in complex large scale projects often from development 

stage through to ongoing maintenance. The company provides contracting and 

project delivery services throughout Australia in civil engineering, non-residential 

building, contract mining, process engineering and telecommunications.

In the late eighties, recognising the need to diversify into new growth areas, 

Leighton Contractors began developing expertise in telecommunications. In 

1996 the company acquired Visionstream from Telstra, a move which sees the 

company providing network design, construction and maintenance services.

John Holland was established in Victoria in 1949. Leighton Holdings Limited 

acquired a 70% shareholding in February 2000, which increased to 99% in 

2005. With over 50 years’ experience, John Holland is one of Australia’s best 

known construction and engineering companies. It has a strong market position 

and a reputation for providing flexibility in technically diverse projects and 

developments.

The company’s core competencies are civil engineering construction; non-

residential building construction; rail maintenance and new rail construction; 

telecommunications services; asset management and heavy industry and process 

engineering. John Holland operates throughout Australia and the Pacific Region.

www.leightoncontractors.com.au

www.johnholland.com.au

www.leightonint.com

Established in 1975, Leighton International is one of the leading contractors 

and project developers in Asia and the Gulf region. The company focuses on a 

number of specific market segments including civil and infrastructure, buildings, 

rail, mining, marine, oil and gas, water, environmental services, process and 

telecommunications. 

Leighton International is structured into three divisions to assist in the 

management of the rapidly growing geographic spread of the company. The 

divisions include South East Asia, covering Malaysia and Indonesia, India and 

the Gulf division, which is operated by the Al Habtoor Leighton Group. 
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LEIGHTON PROPERTIES 
SELECTED PROJECTS 97 - 08
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Developer Leighton Properties in JV with Ariadne Australia 
(Homes and Residences) and Macquarie Real 
Estate Equity Fund (Resort)

Address

Site Area

Morwong Drive, Noosa, Queensland

19 hectares

Project Value AU$300.0 million

Status Viridian Homes - Complete
Viridian Residences - Complete
Viridian Noosa Resort - Under Construction

Architect John Mainwaring and Associates

Viridian Noosa
Noosa

10 LEIGHTON PROPERTIES
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Developer Leighton Properties in JV with Folkestone

Address 700 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria

Net Lettable Area 33,800m2

Major Tenants Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology,
Medibank Private Limited

Project Value AU$133.0 million

Status Completed July 2004

Architect Bligh Voller Nield in conjunction with 
Peddle Thorp Walker

Builder Leighton Contractors

700 Collins Street
Melbourne

44 LEIGHTON PROPERTIES
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700 Collins Street expresses the campus style office typology 

with large, light filled typical floors in a low height form. Located 

in the Docklands area, the 17 level building comprises large floor 

plates with a central core and two winter garden zones designed 

to deliver natural light and assist in heating and cooling of the 

building using natural ventilation in mild weather.

The building contains two specific retail areas on Level 1 and 

Level 4, a lobby cafe and a 3 level car park providing parking 

for 300 vehicles. Flexible floor space and plentiful natural 

light attracted high profile tenants including The Bureau of 

Meteorology which chose 700 Collins Street to house its Head 

Office and Victorian Regional Office and currently lease over 

half of the building. 700 Collins Street was sold upon completion.

700 COLLINS STREET 
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Developer Leighton Properties

Address 383 Kent Street, Sydney, New South Wales

Net Lettable Area 17,225m2

Major Tenants Grant Thornton Accountants, AXA, Solution 6, 
Millers Insurance, Dunn & Bradstreet

Project Value AU$99.0 million

Status Completed May 2002

Architect Crone & Associates

Builder Leighton Contractors

383 Kent Street
Sydney
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This innovative project saw the design and construction of a 

new 11 level office tower above an existing 10 level carpark. 

The unusual brief created many challenges including the 

design and construction of an office tower core containing 

lifts, stairs and service risers through the existing carpark 

and new columns to support the office tower which had to 

penetrate the carpark levels. 

A new entry lobby to the building at Kent Street was 

achieved by partially demolishing a number of carpark 

levels. The carpark was required to be re-opened for 

public use whilst construction of the office tower continued 

overhead and this was achieved on target just seven months 

after construction commenced.

Despite the extensive and complex nature of demolition 

and construction required, the project was completed 

within the set programme and budget. 383 Kent Street was 

awarded the 2002 Master Builder’s Association Excellence 

in Construction Award for Best Commercial Building in the 

AU$25.0 to AU$80.0 million category. 

383 KENT STREET

10454 LEIGHTON BOOK.indd   4710454 LEIGHTON BOOK.indd   47 12/8/08   9:44:04 AM12/8/08   9:44:04 AM



Developer Leighton Properties

Address 80 Pacifi c Highway, North Sydney, New South Wales

Net Lettable Area 13,695m2 

Major Tenant Cisco Systems, Siebel Systems Australia

Project Value AU$90.0 million

Status Completed February 2000

Architect Scott Carver

Builder Thiess

80 Pacifi c Highway
North Sydney
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This A-Grade office tower is located just north of the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge and was one of the few buildings in the area 

at the time with floor plates of more than 1000 square metres.

The building comprises 4 basement levels, a ground retail 

level and 14 upper commercial levels. The ground floor retail 

arcade provides a direct link to the adjoining Greenwood 

Plaza shopping centre and undercover access to North 

Sydney railway station.

The development was evaluated by two independent 

organisations – Rider Hunt Terotech and international 

architect DEGW to ensure that the design met both tenant 

and investor criteria. The development was rated “excellent”, 

having both tenant and landlord efficiency of 87% thus 

generating the highest possible DEGW rating for a building of 

that size and scale at the time.

80 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
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Developer Leighton Properties

Address Pyrmont, Sydney, New South Wales

Total Net Area 3.35 hectares

Project Type Entertainment, retail and hotel

Project Value AU$1.2 billion

Status Completed November 1997

Architect Cox Group & Hillier Group (USA)

Builder Leighton Contractors

Star City Casino
Pyrmont
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One of the largest building projects in Australia at the time, 

Star City involved the development of a casino, a five star 

hotel, serviced apartments and entertainment complex with 

two theatres, including the 2000 seat Lyric Theatre. The 

3.35 hectare site is positioned in Pyrmont in close proximity 

to Darling Harbour and the CBD. To accommodate the new 

light rail system from Central Station to Pyrmont, Leighton 

Properties worked with Leighton Contractors to develop and 

build a rail corridor and station within the casino site.

The design and construction was extremely complex due to 

the diverse range of elements within the project, which are all 

interconnected. Additionally, the irregular footprint of the site 

meant that an effective design required curves in most cases. 

As a result, full-time surveyors were retained on the project 

almost to its very conclusion.

This world class entertainment complex was developed in just 

36 months and saw the employment of over 2000 people and 

a maximum rate of expenditure of AU$28 million per month.

STAR CITY CASINO
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52 STAR CITY CASINO
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472 Pacifi c Highway
St Leonards   
Sydney 2065

T: +61 2 9925 6666
F: +61 2 9925 6003
E: admin@lppl.com.au

Level 12 BOQ Centre
259 Queen Street  
Brisbane 4000

T: +61 7 3229 8938
F: +61 7 3220 2273
E: adminQLD@lppl.com.au

Level 50 Rialto
525 Collins Street
Melbourne 3000

T: +61 3 9228 7032
F: +61 3 9228 7036
E: adminVIC@lppl.com.au

Level 1
18-32 Parliament Place
West Perth 6005

T: +61 8 9413 9300
F: +61 8 9413 9399
E: adminWA@lppl.com.au

www.leightonproperties.com.au

33 Viewland Drive
Noosa Heads   
Queensland 4567

T: +61 7 5455 4440
F: +61 7 5447 2384
E: adminQLD@lppl.com.au

NSW Queensland Noosa Victoria Western Australia
Head Offi ce

This publication was 
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paper stock.
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